Transition Digest 03-09 (Oct 28, 2009)

My thanks to those of you who have sent me information about your health care transition
products and activities — and I promise to include that information in a not too distant future
digest. However, the two items included in this digest are calls for papers - and those deadlines
are approaching ... so I can delay sending this information out no longer. John Reiss (list
moderator)

I Conferences and call for papers

A. TRANSITIONS CONFERENCE 5

Bloorview Kids Rehab and the Transitions Conference Steering Committee are pleased to
announce the 5th bi-annual conference on the subject of transitioning.

May 31 and June 1, 2010

The theme for 2010 is Partnerships; Together for LIFE

Call for Papers
Bloorview Kids Rehab and the Transitions Conference Steering Committee are pleased to
announce the 5th bi-annual conference on the subject of transitioning.

All proposals must be received no later than: Friday, November 13, 2009

The theme for 2010 is Partnerships; Together for LIFE

We invite you to share your expertise...innovative programs, research, new ideas by submitting
your proposal for a workshop, podium presentation or poster.

*Priority will be given to submissions that demonstrate a partnership with an adult service
provider

Presentation Formats

o Workshop - 60 minutes A workshop allows for in-depth presentation, interaction and discussion
with workshop attendees. It can include a panel, group discussion, practical learning experiences...

o Podium Presentation - 30 minutes A podium presentation is a brief overview of the information
followed by opportunity for questions from the conference delegates

o Poster Presentation A poster presentation is a visual display of the information. It can include
research, clinical practice, program development or another aspect of leadership in transition. The
presenter will be expected to be available for questions and discussion at designated breaks.

Please note: to ensure the financial viability of the conference and to provide you with an optimal
learning experience, all presenters (including poster presenters) are required to register and pay

for the conference. We will offer 1 day and shared registrations as options.

Criteria Proposals will be reviewed and selected by the Transitions Conference 5 Steering
Committee based on the following criteria:

- demonstrates a partnership between pediatric and adult service providers



- fits with one of the three Pillars of Strength
0 Partnership (Pediatric and Adult Service Providers)
0 Performance (Getting results, research, evidence, outcomes, evaluations)
0 Participation (Inclusion, recreation & leisure, vocation, education, medical, housing)
- potential to attract and stimulate attendees
potential for practical application
- originality and creativity in content and format

Deadline for Proposal Submission

All proposals must be received no later than: Friday, November 13, 2009 All submissions will be
reviewed by the Conference Steering Committee. All persons submitting proposals will be notified
if their proposal has been accepted or declined. Proposals received after the deadline will be
reviewed ONLY if additional presentations are needed.

Submitting A Proposal

Submission for Proposal We will accept the following proposal format: Electronic submissions
only Note* Confirmation of submissions will be issued via e-mail

For more information and the proposal submission form, see the enclosed document or go to:

http://www.bloorview.ca/programsandservices/transfertoadultservices/documents/callforpape
rs.pdf

For more information about the conference, go to:
http://www.bloorview.ca/programsandservices/transfertoadultservices/transitionsconference.
hp

B. Chronic Illness Initiative Symposium (DePaul University)

Please save the date of May 12, 2010 for this year's The Chronic Illness Initiative Symposium.
Details will be available at a future date.

If you are interested in submitting a proposal addressing this year's theme, go to:

http://www.snl.depaul.edu/StudentResources/Chronic Illness/index.asp#Symposium

Our theme: This year we are looking at Chronic Illness from the perspective of the Arts.

Most often we think, write, and speak about chronic illness using objective, academic frameworks
as our lenses. We describe illness in clinical terms as a healthcare issue, a social issue, an economic
issue, a workplace issue. We quantify and categorize, propose and plan.



However, chronic illness can also be viewed through another lens: that of the artist. Artists reach
past our logical mind and evoke responses from our emotions. They show us images (verbal,
musical, visual, and theatrical) of chronic illness and its effects that touch our hearts, make us
angry, show us different kinds of truths, expose realities we may shy away from in our ordinary
lives. Artists show chronic illness in specific rather than general contexts so that we can
understand the issues in concrete rather than abstract ways. We see into a world that is often
obscured from us, we develop an understanding what it is like to have chronic illness.

We already have some exciting presentations scheduled. We welcome others including:

Painters, dancers, actors, musicians, etc. who offer perspectives on chronic illness

Artistic performances relating to chronic illness

e Presentations on using art to enhance the discussion of chronic illness issues

e Workshops that employ art in therapeutic ways

e Lectures and discussions that teach others how to use art as a way of coping with chronic
illness

MODERATOR’S NOTE: I have had the opportunity to meet and learn from the leadership of and
students enrolled in the Chronic Illness Initiative (CII) at DePaul University (Chicago, lllinois). As
described on their web site, CII provides access to higher education for students, age 24 or older,
who are disabled by a chronic illness. Students who struggle with illnesses that unpredictably
increase and decrease in severity such as asthma, chronic fatigue syndrome, lupus, rheumatoid
arthritis, or illnesses with frequent hospitalizations such as cancer or heart disease, may have
found it difficult, if not impossible, to meet the requirements of a conventional college program.
As far as [ know, this is the only university program in the US that is specifically designed to
support students who have a disabling chronic medical condition. (John Reiss)
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